
Unretirement
More over-50s returning to work amid cost-of-living crisis
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activity levels amongst people over the age of 50 
hit their peak of just over 11 million just before 

the pandemic in the three-month period from 
December 2019 – February 2020. Since then, 

we have seen a decades-long trend reverse, with 
economic activity levels of workers aged over 50 

falling by as much as 223,000 during  
the pandemic.
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